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A. INTRODUCTION

T h e  O h i o  G a s  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( O G A )  i s  a  g a s  u t i l i t y  t r a d e
o r g a n i z a t i o n  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  i n  i t s  m e m b e r s h i p  t w e n t y - f i v e
l o c a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  c o m p a n i e s  a n d  s e v e n  i n t e r s t a t e  t r a n s m i s -
s i o n  ciompanies, a l l  o p e r a t i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  O h i o . The
OGA member companies serve over three mil l ion customers
throuclh a  p i p e l i n e  a n d  m a i n  n e t w o r k  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 7 , 0 0 0
m-i les.

OGA is c:i:,ncerned w i t h  t h e  p r o p o s e d  r u l e m a k i n g  r e g a r d i n g
gas ga.thc 2’ i 9;~ Vine d e f i n i t i o n  a n d  i s  a p p r e c i a t i v e  o f  h a v i n g
the op~portu~i i ty to comment, Several OGA members operate
gather.1 ng s:ystems i n  O h i o  a n d  a l l  m e m b e r s  b e l i e v e  t h e
proposed r-u Ie change  would  have  a  severe  negat ive  impact  on
an  impor tant  suppl y  source , name 1 y ‘I ocal 1 y pr-educed Oh i o gas.



B. SPECIFIC COMMENTS

R S P A  p r o p o s e s  t o  c l a r i f y  a n d  d e f i n e  t h e  t e r m s  “ g a t h e r i n g
l i n e ” , “product ion  faci 1  i  ty” ,  and  “product ion  f ie ld” . OGA is
not  aware  of any  sa fe ty  re  1  ated rc::i:;t>i’\  fo r  changi  ng  the
e x i s t i n g  d e f i n i t i o n s .

The  gather ing  systems in  Ohio  are CXXQYJ  I e>; and  have  been
deve loped  over  the  years  to  oconom-l  ca 1‘1 y ga ther  gas  f rom
marginal we1 1 s throughout the Appal achi an produci ng area. I n
many  cases  la rge  ga ther ing  systems are  opera ted  by  loca l
d i s t r i b u t i o n  c o m p a n i e s  a n d  i n t e r s t a t e  p i p e l i n e s  r a t h e r  t h a n
producers . C u s t o d y  t r a n s f e r  f r o m  t h e  p r o d u c e r  t o  t h e
gathelring s y s t e m  o p e r a t o r  o c c u r s  a t  a  p o i n t  o n  t h e  g a t h e r i n g
sys tem where  a  meter  i s  se t , normal  ly  a t  the  end  o f  the
p r o d u c e r ’ s  w e l l  l i n e . The  ga ther ing  sys tem then  te rminates
a t  a  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o r  t r a n s m i s s i o n  m a i n . Loca l ly  produced
O h i o  g a s  g e n e r a l l y  r e q u i r e s  n o  p r o c e s s i n g  s o  n o  p r o c e s s i n g
p l a n t  i s  r e q u i r e d .

I f  R S P A  i s  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  r e d e f i n i n g  g a t h e r i n g  l i n e s ,  a
m a j o r  p o r t i o n  o f  O h i o ’ s  g a t h e r i n g  s y s t e m s  w o u l d  b e
r e c l a s s i f i e d  a s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o r  t r a n s m i s s i o n  m a i n . The end
r e s u l t  w o u l d  b e  h i g h e r  g a t h e r i n g  c o s t s ,  t h e  l o s s  o f  l o c a l l y
produced Ohio gas, t h e  l o s s  o f  r e l a t e d  p r o d u c i n g  j o b s  a n d  t h e
abandonment of  many mi les of  gathering 1 ine. Loca l  Ohio
production cannot be gathered economi ca‘l 1 y i f gather i ng 1 i nes
must  comply  wi th  Min imum Federa l  S:zfety S tandards .

P a r t  1iV. 14, Mi ni mum Federal  Safety Standards,  requi  res,
among othk~ ?;h -i ng8 , t h a t  p i p e l i n e s  b r o u g h t  i n t o  s e r v i c e  b e
t e s t e d . H y d r o s t a t i c a l  ly t e s t i n g  e x i s t i n g  g a t h e r i n g  1  i n e s
would be an enormous cost, and  would  have  a  very  negat ive
envi ronrnental  impact .



C. CONCLUSION

In summary, the proposed rul emal: i WJ wou 1 d have an
e x t r e m e l y  l a r g e  c o s t  i m p a c t  o n  many Qhio o p e r a t o r s ,  f o r c i n g
m a n y  t o  d i s c o n t i n u e  gatheri nq sE;rv-1  ize, kind n e g a t i v e l y
impact ing  Ohio  product ion . “i‘he cust 0~. y Wansfer  c r i t e r i a1
would  cause  thousands of  mi les of gath~2rj  ng I i ne i n Ohi 0 to
be reel assi f i ed or abandoned. OGA be ’ i  ieves  there  w i  1’1 be  no
s a f e t y  b e n e f i t s  g a i n e d  f r o m  reclassific&ion  o f  g a t h e r i n g
l i n e s  a n d  s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h i s  p r o p o s e d  r u l e m a k i n g  b e
withdrawn. T h e  c u r r e n t  d e f i n i t i o n  m e e t s  O h i o ’ s  n e e d s  t o
e f f e c t i v e l y  a n d  e c o n o m i c a l l y  g a t h e r  l o c a l l y  p r o d u c e d  O h i o
gas.
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